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Notes from Beetham Parish Register 

Dorothy Spencer 

Records kept by William Hutton, the curate, who became Vicar 
in 1762 to 1811. His records are very informative about 
weather and happenings in the district. 

He married Lucy, daughter and co heiress of Rigby Molyneux 
Esq. in 1771. 

1754 Memorandum. The Register of Christening and Burials 
is witness by the Vicar and Churchwardens to the Death of Mr 
Smyth: Mr Daniel Wilson succeeding the Vicar discontinued it 
and the Old Custom was not resumed till 1778 when J W 
Hutton thought it better so to do. Mr Wilson told me that his 
reason was the Parchment sign'd annually and given to the 

I 
Archdeacon was the original and 
this book only the copy 1 think the reverse. In matter of 
consequences therefore from 1750 to 1788 I fancy the attested 

` 

Register at Richmond Yorkshire ought to be consulted. 

21 September 1758 Funeral Eleanor Hutton of Liverpool 
Widow. Mother of me William Hutton Vicar of Beetham: she 
was an exceeding good woman and will long be remembered in 

l 

the parish. 

1760. The Right Reverend Father in God, Edmund Lord Bishop 
_ of Chester confirmed 352 children in the church. Belonging to 

l Beetham, Witherslack, Preston Patrick, Burton, Warton and 
Silverdale. 

1770 Lancaster Charity for Boys instituted this year


