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The Mourholme Magazine of Local History is issued
by the Mourholme Local History Society for the study
of the history of the ancient Parish of Warton with
its seven constituent townships: Borwick, Carnforth,
Priest Hutton, Silverdale, Warton, Yealand Conyers
and Yealand Redmayne.

The Society is named after the Manor of
Mourholme, the home of the medieval Lords of
Warton. Their seat, Mourholme Castle, stood on the
site now covered by Dock Acres.

Yearly subscription EI;.DO, includes evening
lectures and field trips, the Mourholme Magazine and
access to the Society's archival material.

Application for membership should be made to
Mrs. J. Chatterley, 173a Main Street, Warton,
Carnfaorth, Lancashire.
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GLIMPSES OF A DECADE: the Mourholme Parishes in
the 1830s Part 1.
Jean Chatterley

Reports in local newspapers give an
incomplete picture of any place at any stage in its
history, but they are nonetheless wvaluable for the
glimpses given of contemporary life and events. The
picture of our local area which emerges from the
Lancaster Gazettes of 1830-1840 is of a scene very
different from the present one. Carnforth was a
small hamlet, and the coming of the railway was
three decades away. The Lancaster Canal was a
mewcomer to the area, and notices of property sales
gave distances from the Canal, as well as from
Warton and Burton, the two main settlements.

Most of the land, then as now, was devoted to
livestock. Reports of annual agricultural shows
reflect the importance of improving the breeding
herds. This comes from the Gazette of November 9th,
1833:-

The Burton-in-Kendal Agricultural Society
held their first Annual Meeting...we now have
the authority of several gentlemen farmers
who attended the Manchester, Lancaster, *
Kendal and other meetings for stating that, in
point of symmetry, beauty and excellence of
breeding, the show at Burton-in-Kendal
exceeded every show that has this year taken
place in the West of England.
Two of the prizes given on that occasion were for
rams of the Warton Crag breed. The Warton Lord of
the Manor, John Bolden, specialised in short horned
cattle: an auction of his "small but entire select
herd" was advertised on September 1st, 1838. There
was no dairying industry to speak of: most cottagers
either had their own milk cow or took a can to a
nearby farm. The Gazette of February 28th, 1835
reported some French experiments to preserve milk:~
It is nothing less than reducing milk to a
solid state, so that an inhabitant of Paris may



